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GIBBSTOWN SWIM CLUB 
2020 OPENING RULES/REGULATIONS FOR COVID-19 ADHERENCE 

 

Here is a detailed FAQ regarding operations at the pool for our opening.   These may be revised as we 
have new guidelines throughout the season. These will be shared by email as well.  
We know you may have additional questions. If so, please let us know by sending an email to 
Gibbstownswimclub@gmail.com and we will get back to you quickly! 
If you are interested in reading the guidelines issued by the New Jersey Division of Public Health that we 
will be following, please see here:  
 
https://nj.gov/health/ceohs/documents/phss/Guidance_for_Operating_Pool_Bathing_Facilities_During_COV
ID-19.pdf 
  
Gibbstown FAQ: 
1. What are your hours?  
· We will be open daily 10am-8pm starting Monday June 22nd. We will be offering a special hour each day 
from 9-10am for lap swimmers (by reservation) and those 60+ to enjoy the pool with less of a crowd. This 
will be the only time during the day that lap swimming will be available. Unfortunately, due to capacity 
regulations, we can’t not offer a lane at other times during our daytime hours (we might be available to offer 
a lap swimming lane after 5:00pm if attendance allows). We will also be extending our hours and staying 
open until 9pm on Tuesdays/Thursdays & Fridays thru July 31st.  
2. What is the number allowed at the pool at one time? Why is pool capacity different from club 
capacity?  
·This number will likely change throughout the season. At the time of our opening, the club can host outdoor 
gatherings of 250 people. This number will increase as the Governor permits. Children 2 and under do not 
count towards our total number. We don’t foresee any issue where members will not be able to utilize the 
club when they desire as we have ample grounds to accommodate. We realize that many of you have 
preferred locations that you enjoy at the club, but this year it will be likely that you will have to branch out 
into other areas. We do reserve the right to implement a Reservation System as needed, but will not start 
with such. We will closely monitor daily attendance, and may need to institute this system on busy days 
throughout the year. We have no issues with capacity at the club, but bather load capacity is different. We 
will be limited to an in-water pool capacity of 75 people. Under normal operation, we usually do not get 
close to this number, but it will be closely monitored every hour by staff.  
3. Can we bring guests and can I have a party at the pool? 
· Guests and birthday parties are NOT permitted at this time. We will re-evaluate these offerings throughout 
the summer. We would look forward to bringing these great options back if the opportunity presents itself. 
4. What are you doing about cleanliness at the pool? 
· Our guard staff will be diligently cleaning the pool bathrooms and surfaces throughout the day. We will 
also have hand sanitizer and anti-bacterial wipes readily available for all members. The high touch surfaces 
in the bathrooms will be cleaned hourly. During this time bathrooms will remain open for use. We are also 
scheduling more substantial cleaning in the bathrooms at 1:00pm and 5pm. During this time each of the 
bathrooms will be closed for approximately 20-30 mins, and unavailable for use. During this process the 
baby pool bathroom could be used until the primary bathrooms are reopened. 
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5. How will COVID-19 affect our pool’s social calendar?  
· We will not be able to offer raft night or noodle night. These add high contact surfaces to the pool and 
make it difficult for members to socially distance with a decrease in available surface area. We are also 
holding off on any Marshmallow Mondays and have decided to forgo Family Fun Day this year.  We may 
still look to add some events as guidelines allow. 
6. Is the GaGa Pit/Basketball Courts open and can we use pool noodles/kick boards?  
· Our Gaga Pit and communal items will not be available at this time. Members may bring their own 
Basketballs for use on the basketball court. We ask that members police themselves so that contact with 
other members while playing basketball is limited (i.e., one-on-one). The pavilion will not be available for the 
arcade hoops. Members utilizing the Baby Pool may bring their own pool toys, but you are responsible to 
ensure sharing does not occur. Small Water Balls/Skimmer Balls (those designed for pool use) will be the 
only item permitted in the Big Pool and should only be used by those in the same family/social group. We 
will not allow the use of footballs/large inflatable balls in the main pool. The front desk will not be issuing any 
equipment.  
7. Will I be able to use all of the chairs/loungers at the pool?  
· Members must bring their own chair. We will have a few picnic tables set up in the back pavilion area for 
membership use. We would ask that you report your use to the front desk (the tables will be marked). In 
order for the picnic tables to be used they need to be covered. You may bring your own table covering, or 
plastic covering will be made available. When you are finished with the picnic table, please report that as 
well to the front desk. 
8. How will you enforce social distancing at the pool?  
· Members will be responsible for maintaining social distancing. The guards cannot be expected to know 
who belongs to the same household and must keep their focus on watching the pool. You will find 
designated areas to sit in, please stay within these pods during the course of your day – try to refrain from 
others Pods & maintain the Social Distancing guidelines. We know that people are going to mix and mingle, 
but we all need to be responsible for social distancing while at the club. Parents are responsible for their 
children in this regard.  
9. Will the Canteen be open?  
· We will be opening the Gator Grill with limited sealed snacks, candy, ice creams and frozen treats along 
with Canned Soda & Bottle Water.  There will be NO FRIED/COOKED FOOD.  We are encouraging adding 
money to your Canteen Cards for a cashless option, although we will still take cash/coins. We are working 
on a texting system where you can order – then be texted when your items are ready for pick up. We are 
also investigating other options such as having a food truck on certain evenings, possibly Chick-Fil-A 
Sandwiches & Pizza, more to be determined.   
10. Swim Diapers and How is the pool water going to be regulated for cleanliness? 
· There is no evidence that COVID-19 can be spread to humans through the use of pools. Proper operation, 
maintenance, and disinfection of pools should remove or inactivate the virus that causes COVID-19. It is 
essential that we limit/eliminate accidental fecal release in both pools. In the past, the wait time for 
treatment of an AFR has been 30 mins. During this time, the AFR was cleared, the area was treated and 
following 30 mins of circulation we restored use of the pool. New standards indicate that response times at 
minimum should double, meaning that the pool will be cleared for a minimum of 60 mins. Additionally, we 
have allowed for the use of swim diapers in the main pool. That will no longer be an option. Those 
swimmers in a swim diaper are limited to use of the baby pool only. The primary reason for this is the 
smaller water volume of the baby pool. In the event that we have an AFR, the baby pool can be treated 
quickly with a decreased water volume and a higher turnover rate. It would even be possible to drain and 
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refill the baby pool in quick order. The same is not true of the main pool. We know this is a major hit to some 
families and did not make a change in the policy lightly. The CDC guidelines with information about pools 
can be found here: https://www.cdc.gov/…/communi…/parks-rec/aquatic-venues.html 
11. Do I have to wear a mask when I go to the pool? What about foot coverings? 
· Members are encouraged to wear a mask while at the swim club. They are not required while practicing 
social distancing on the pool deck. Lifeguards/Other staff members will  be required to wear masks while 
cleaning surfaces around the pool deck and bathrooms. Lifeguards will not wear masks while on the stand. 
Please adhere to social distancing standards while talking to the guards and other staff members. Members 
ARE required to wear a mask while using the restrooms or while picking things up at the canteen. WE 
EXPECT THIS RULE TO BE FOLLOWED. Children age 2 years or younger must not wear a face covering 
because of the risk of suffocation.  As per NJ Guidelines, Foot Coverings ARE ALSO REQUIRED when 
using restrooms.  
12. Entering/Leaving the Club 
- NJ State has a Mandated Requirement for Contact Tracing. All members MUST enter the club as usual 
and check in with the checker.  The walk up to the checker desk will be marked to accommodate social 
distancing. Please adhere to the marked locations. NEW THIS SEASON: You will now EXIT thru the 
Canteen – it is imperative that you Check Out (either by App or speaking to the checker) before leaving. 
This will allow for accurate contact tracing. Please be considerate with this process as the checker will be 
busy.  
13. What happens if Covid occurs at the Club 
- While we will do our very best to ensure we follow the guidelines issued by the State to keep everyone 
safe, we understand there is an inherited risk that Covid may return.  If there is an outbreak traced to 
members or staff at our club, or if the State steps in & closes us due to said Covid Cases and/or for not 
adhering to guidelines, we reserve the right to close immediately with no refunds given.  
14. What happened to the slide? 
The slide over the past few years has been a Safety Concern. We have done our best to properly secure 
and tighten its base to the pool deck. This off-season we took the slide apart to reveal a significant structural 
issue. Unfortunately, given the age of the slide (over 15 years old) we could not obtain a replacement part. 
During the 15 years that we have enjoyed the slide, the Swimming Pool code has changed to require 4’ 6”of 
water in front of the slide for use. We knew we did not meet that requirement, but given that the slide was 
installed prior to the change, the slide was grandfathered, and we were allowed to continue with its use as 
long as we did not need to modify or replace. Well, that was no longer possible this off-season. Moving 
forward, we will look to replace the slide in a new location that allows us to meet new code standards. Given 
the uncertainty of this off-season, and the related costs, it was not possible to do this project this year.  
15. Do I owe any more dues? 
- We know this is the important question: 
In general, the question to this question is yes.  
For those of you that paid the $400 fixed cost fee only, you owe your remaining membership dues (typically 
$250 full $125 half). There will be a $50 credit given to help make up for lost time at the club, so with most 
of you in this situation the remaining payments for most are $200 full and $100 half. 
Further points of clarification:  
It has been calculated that if you paid at least 60% PRIOR  to Memorial Day, you will receive a $50-Full 
Share/$25-Half Share reduction of the balance of your dues for the 2020 Season.  Without taking the 60% 
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fixed amount payment into consideration, this will equate to a 20% reduction. All other dues structures will 
remain the same (ie, Additional Family Member $25/Special Circumstance Member $125.00)  This amount 
is due NO later than July 15th. 
If you have paid in full already (thank you!).  You will have the option of either receiving a refund of the 
$50/$25 or have the amount applied towards the 2021 Seasonal Dues.  In addition, if you would prefer, we 
can add this total into our new software as a Canteen Credit to get you and your kids started. This will 
include anyone that paid the $25 fee for paying from May 1st – May 25th. 
If you have not paid anything, you MUST pay no later than June 22nd including the additional $25 late fee.  
Failure to pay by June 22nd will result in immediate termination of your membership without eligibility to 
receive your bond refund – no exceptions. 
We will be sending out invoices through the new software by the end of the week.  You can pay your 
balance via the link on the invoice, Venmo or by bringing the payment to the pool once we open. 
How did we figure out this credit/reduction? 
In calculating the operational days for the season, we understand membership will lose a total of 16 days 
(136/hrs) . We are typically open for 8.5/hrs daily.  
By opening at 10am daily (which is 1.5hrs earlier), this will add 115.5/hrs.  (We did not include the extra 
hour from 9am-10am for lap swimming – however, this is still additional time available). 
Adding the additional Friday late night for six weeks adds an additional 6/hrs 
So with the total added 121.5/hrs we are making up just about 14.5 days. 
 
In conclusion, we understand this is a very lengthy document with a lot of information.  Please, if you have 
any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact us!   
We would like to thank everyone for all of your positive support during the past few months helping to keep 
our pool in operation.  Our pool is one of the cornerstones of this community and enjoyed by many. 
Without you it wouldn’t be the wonderful place that it is!!! 
 
GSC Board and Management 
 
 
 


